
Copenhagen, May 14, 2009 
 
 

 
Re: Town of Copenhagen bridge competition 
 

I am writing on behalf of the Local Council of Christianshavn as it has been brought to our 

attention that the Town of Copenhagen has invited your office to participate in a competition to 

design a total of four bridges spanning the harbour and canals of Copenhagen. 

 

However, the Local Council feels that important information is missing in the official program 

presenting the project and has therefore taken the somewhat unusual step to contact you to 

provide you with this crucial information. 

 

The canals of Christianshavn form the most important component of the very special 

atmosphere of the district, something found nowhere else in Copenhagen (Fig 1). This is 

substantiated by the fact that the houses surrounding the canals are practically all listed for 

conservation, which is highly unusual in Denmark. In addition, the ships mooring in the canals 

quite frequently have a history of their own, dating back to the beginning of the last century, 

thus illustrating the history of Christianshavn as the base of overseas commerce. Some ships 

are these days used for habitation, but are certainly not just floating houses. As a rule, they 

are real ships which can still sail under their own power. And not least, you find an abundance 

of sailing ships as many of the yachtsmen, while being active sailors, also enjoy the scenic 

environment of the canals. 

 

This precious ambiance will disappear if the proposed bridges are constructed and boats with 

masts will no longer be able to pass the bridges since it is a general experience that harbours, 

which are blocked from sea access by bridges, fade rapidly. It has been suggested, that this 

will not take place if the bridges can open, but two recent examples prove the opposite in our 

area. 

 

First, the Southern part of the Christianshavn Canal is essentially deserted. There is little or no 

human activity on the quays, and certainly no yachtsmen. The boats are small and of little 

interest and in particular: without masts. The source of the problem is the Knippelsbro, which 

prevents ships with masts from entering this part of the canal, even though the bridge can 

open (Fig. 2).  

 

In addition to this, Holmen (the former Royal Dockyard, now a part of Christianshavn) suffers 

a similar problem. The fashionable “Half-Twelve” neighbourhood cannot boast a single ship 

with mast, and again there is essentially no human activity on the quays. This is due to a 
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much smaller bridge, which can even be opened by the locals. Nevertheless, the maritime life 

is non-existent behind the bridge (fig 3).  

 

Consequently, the same will also be the case in the Northern part of Christianshavn Canal, if 

the proposed bridges are constructed.  

 

Furthermore, we would like to emphasize that the bridges do not really solve any problems. 

Two main reasons have been given for constructing them: access to the Opera and a wish to 

let bike-riders use the bridge to cross the harbour. As for the Opera, the access has recently 

been much improved by the newly constructed Copenhagen Metro. Apart from that, it appears 

slightly comic to imagine opera guests, dressed in their best evening clothes, to cross the 

bridge (about a third of a kilometer) in a late stormy and drizzly November night, which is a 

typical time for the performances. As for the bike-riders, it has been calculated, assuming that 

the current bike load is concentrated during two 4-hour periods daily, that bikes will pass 

every 2 seconds. This doesn´t belong to the world of realities, either. 

 

Fortunately, there are solutions which provide much better functionality than the bridges, while 

still preserving the precious environment. A line-ferry, which can transport a large number of 

persons across the harbour in a very short time, would not affect the precious historical 

environment of the canals, and would - in all probability - be much appreciated by the Opera 

guests on cold nights. A tunnel under the harbour would provide the same function as the 

bridges (though at a greater cost), but it would also save the maritime environment in the 

canals from annihilation. 

 

The Local Council of Christianshavn finds it very unfortunate and really uncalled for to 

eradicate the precious environment of the canal for the reasons quoted above. We sincerely 

hope that you will consider these matters as well in your preparation for presenting your reply 

to the project competition. 

 

We thank you for your kind attention and welcome further communication. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

On behalf of  

Jane Lytthans, President 
 
 
 
Knud Josefsen 
 
The Christianshavn Local Council is an association of a large number of cultural, social, sport and housing 
organisations in the Christianshavn area. The members are committed to preserving the valuable architecture and rich 
social and cultural environment of this historical Part of town, and although no formal power has been assigned to the 
council, previous activities have very often resulted in significant changes to plans threatening the delicate 
surroundings of Christianshavn during the more than 40 years the Council has existed. 



Fig. 1 
The current precious maritime and socially rich environment of the Northern part of 
Christianshavn’s Canal.  

 
 

 



Fig. 2 
The Southern part of the Christianshavn Canal. No boats with masts are present, and human 
activity is essentially absent from the quays. Although movable, Knippelsbro (bottom) 
spanning the harbour, prevents the sail boats from entering this part of the canal. 
 
 

 
 

 



Fig. 3 
The “Half-Twelve” is a fairly recent quarter. No mast-boats are present, however, since their 
exit to open sea is blocked by the bridge over the Danneskiold-Samsø Allé. Although the 
bridge can be activated to open locally, yachtsmen have found other harbours for their mast-
boats.  
 

  
 

 


